
Nexis Search Articles Analysis 
 
Absentee Ballots 
 
According to press reports, absentee ballots are abused in a variety of ways: 
 

1. Campaign workers, candidates and others coerce the voting choices of vulnerable 
populations, usually elderly voters 

2. Workers for groups and individuals have attempted to vote absentee in the names 
of the deceased 

3. Workers for groups, campaign workers and individuals have attempted to forge 
the names of other voters on absentee ballot requests and absentee ballots and 
thus vote multiple times 

 
It is unclear how often actual convictions result from these activities (a handful of articles 
indicate convictions and guilty pleas), but this is an area in which there have been a 
substantial number of official investigations and actual charges filed, according to news 
reports where such information is available.  A few of the allegations became part of civil 
court proceedings contesting the outcome of the election. 
 
While absentee fraud allegations turn up throughout the country, a few states have had 
several such cases. Especially of note are Indiana, New Jersey, South Dakota, and most 
particularly, Texas. Interestingly, there were no articles regarding Oregon, where the 
entire system is vote by mail. 
 
Voter Registration Fraud 
 
According to press reports, the following types of allegations of voter registration fraud 
are most common: 
 

1. Registering in the name of dead people 
2. Fake names and other information on voter registration forms 
3. Illegitimate addresses used on voter registration forms 
4. Voters being tricked into registering for a particular party under false pretenses 
5. Destruction of voter registration forms depending on the party the voter registered 

with 
 
There was only one self evident instance of a noncitizen registering to vote.  Many of the 
instances reported on included official investigations and charges filed, but few actual 
convictions, at least from the news reporting.  There have been multiple reports of 
registration fraud in California, Colorado, Florida, Missouri, New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin. 
 
Voter Intimidation and Suppression 
 



This is the area which had the most articles in part because there were so many 
allegations of intimidation and suppression during the 2004 election.  Most of these 
remained allegations and no criminal investigation or prosecution ensued.  Some of the 
cases did end up in civil litigation. 
 
This is not to say that these alleged activities were confined to 2004 – there were several 
allegations made during every year studied.  Most notable were the high number of 
allegations of voter intimidation and harassment reported during the 2003 Philadelphia 
mayoral race. 
 
A very high number of the articles were about the issue of challenges to voters’ 
registration status and challengers at the polling places.  There were many allegations that 
planned challenge activities were targeted at minority communities.  Some of the 
challenges were concentrated in immigrant communities.   
 
However, the tactics alleged varied greatly. The types of activities discussed also include 
the following: 
  

• Photographing or videotaping voters coming out of polling places.  
• Improper demands for identification 
• Poll watchers harassing voters  
• Poll workers being hostile to or aggressively challenging voters   
• Disproportionate police presence 
• Poll watchers wearing clothes with messages that seemed intended to intimidate 
• Insufficient voting machines and unmanageably long lines 

 
Although the incidents reported on occurred everywhere, not surprisingly, many came 
from “battleground” states.  There were several such reports out of Florida, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania.   
 
“Dead Voters and Multiple Voting” 
 
There were a high number of articles about people voting in the names of the dead and 
voting more than once.  Many of these articles were marked by allegations of big 
numbers of people committing these frauds, and relatively few of these allegations 
turning out to be accurate according to investigations by the newspapers themselves, 
elections officials and criminal investigators.  Often the problem turned out to be a result 
of administrative error, poll workers mis-marking of voter lists, a flawed registration list 
and/or errors made in the attempt to match names of voters on the list with the names of 
the people who voted.  In a good number of cases, there were allegations that charges of 
double voting by political leaders were an effort to scare people away from the voting 
process.   
 
Nonetheless there were a few cases of people actually being charged and/or convicted for 
these kinds of activities.  Most of the cases involved a person voting both by absentee 
ballot and in person.  A few instances involved people voting both during early voting 



and on Election Day, which calls into question the proper marking and maintenance of 
the voting lists.  In many instances, the person charged claimed not to have voted twice 
on purpose. A very small handful of cases involved a voter voting in more than one 
county and there was one substantiated case involving a person voting in more than one 
state.  Other instances in which such efforts were alleged were disproved by officials. 
 
In the case of voting in the name of a dead person, the problem lay in the voter 
registration list not being properly maintained, i.e. the person was still on the registration 
list as eligible to vote, and a person taking criminal advantage of that.  In total, the San 
Francisco Chronicle found 5 such cases in March 2004; the AP cited a newspaper 
analysis of five such persons in an Indiana primary in May 2004; and a senate committee 
found two people to have voted in the names of the dead in 2005. 
 
As usual, there were a disproportionate number of such articles coming out of Florida.  
Notably, there were three articles out of Oregon, which has one hundred percent vote-by-
mail.   
 
Vote Buying 
 
There were a surprising number of articles about vote buying cases.  A few of these 
instances involved long-time investigations in three particular jurisdictions as detailed in 
the vote buying summary.  There were more official investigations, indictments and 
convictions/pleas in this area.  All of these cases are concentrated in the Midwest and 
South. 
 
Deceptive Practices 
 
In 2004 there were numerous reports of intentional disinformation about voting eligibility 
and the voting process meant to confuse voters about their rights and when and where to 
vote.  Misinformation came in the form of flyers, phone calls, letters, and even people 
going door to door.  Many of the efforts were reportedly targeted at minority 
communities.  A disproportionate number of them came from key battleground states, 
particularly Florida, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.  From the news reports found, only one of 
these instances was officially investigated, the case in Oregon involving the destruction 
of voter registration forms.  There were no reports of prosecutions or any other legal 
proceeding.  
 
Non-citizen Voting 
 
There were surprisingly few articles regarding noncitizen registration and voting – just 
seven all together, in seven different states across the country.  They were also evenly 
split between allegations of noncitizens registering and noncitizens voting.  In one case 
charges were filed against ten individuals.  In one case a judge in a civil suit found there 
was illegal noncitizen voting.  Three instances prompted official investigations.  Two 
cases, from this nexis search, remained just allegations of noncitizen voting.   
 



Felon Voting 
 
Although there were only thirteen cases of felon voting, some of them involved large 
numbers of voters.  Most notably, of course, are the cases that came to light in the 
Washington gubernatorial election contest (see Washington summary) and in Wisconsin 
(see Wisconsin summary).  In several states, the main problem has the large number of 
ineligible felons that remained on the voting list.    
 
Election Official Fraud 
 
In most of the cases in which fraud by elections officials is suspected or alleged, it is 
difficult to determine whether it is incompetence or a crime.  There are several cases of 
ballots gone missing, ballots unaccounted for and ballots ending up in a worker’s 
possession.  In two cases workers were said to have changed peoples’ votes.  The one 
instance in which widespread ballot box stuffing by elections workers was alleged was in 
Washington State.  The judge in the civil trial of that election contest did not find that 
elections workers had committed fraud.  Four of the cases are from Texas. 
 
 


